Posted by Rob (216.222.7.170) on 1/21/2003 at 3:26:38 PM: 

The IN Stock Alias can be used in place of the Stock Number anywhere there is a lookup for inventory items, and also in the "Generate Transactions from Hand-held Device" feature for inventory counts. Universal Bridge was not designed to resolve the stock alias to the stock number in the Inventory, OE, POS, Purchase Order or Accounts Payable modules.

Actually, there are a few other things that work when in the transaction screens in each module that are not possible in UBridge, either... for example, the autofill feature: if I have a stock# called "CHAIR", importing a UBridge file that has "CHA" in the stock number field will not resolve the incomplete number to its unique stock item unless you open and save the transaction (the same as you report works with the alias changing to a stock number on saving the transaction.) 

The Universal Bridge was designed to post directly, and so the field-level input required was assumed to be "correct" from a data point of view before beginning the posting process. In other words, there is no transaction level validation for UBridge transactions, as occurs when you Save a transaction anywhere inside CMS.

When integrating other systems with CMS for Windows, others have bypassed this issue by scanning the Alias file (INAL.DBF) and replacing any registered aliases with their associated stock number before they are inserted into the INEXT.xxx file. 

