UNIVERSAL BRIDGE -

EXTERNAL FILE FORMATS

This Appendix outlines the requirements for the external files that are used for

the Cougar Mountain Universal Bridge feature. This feature imports

transactions into several of the Cougar Mountain Accounting for Windows

modules: General Ledger, Accounts Receivable, Accounts Payable, Inventory,

Order Entry, Payroll, and Bank Reconciliation.
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Requirements for Importing Transactions from

an External File

Transactions can only be imported into or generated in an empty batch. If you

are in single batch mode, you must post or clear any unposted transactions that

are currently in the batch before you can import.

When you import transactions from an external file using one of the Universal

Bridge options, the information in the file being imported must be in the

correct format to be written to the Cougar Mountain files. For example, fields

must be of the correct lengths and be delimited as expected.

Date Formats

The import will accept the following date formats:

_ YYYYMMDD__ .............If the import is based on column position,

then two spaces will be required on the

end of this format to accept the dates correctly.

Without the two spaces, the record

size will be incorrect.

_ MM/DD/YYYY ..............When using this date format, be sure to use

all 4 digits of the year. If all four digits are

not used, the date may not be imported

correctly.

_Note Certain information will be required at posting, but will not be required at the

time of import. Be sure to print an Edit Report and review it carefully prior to

posting. If errors are detected at posting, an error report will be generated. Use

this to correct your entries.
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The external file must be in one of the following file formats: column position

(sometimes referred to as “fixed length”), semicolon delimited, or tab

delimited. The user must indicate which of these formats will be used when

they start the import process.

When information is imported from the external file, it will be imported into

one or two files (see below) in the batch selected by the user. The selected

batch must be empty or an error message will display.

Depending on the module you are using, the following files in the selected

batch are updated, where xxx is your company’s three-character company

code, and aaa represents your batch identity.

_ General Ledger: ..............xxxGDaaa.DBF and xxxGJaaa.DBF

_ Accounts Receivable: ......xxxATaaa.DBF and xxxALaaa.DBF

_ Order Entry: ...................xxxOTaaa.DBF and xxxOLaaa.DBF

_ Inventory: ........................xxxIHaaa.DBF

_ Accounts Payable:...........xxxAIaaa.DBF and xxxAEaaa.DBF

_ Payroll:.............................xxxPRDLY.DBF

_ Bank Reconciliation:.......xxxBTaaa.DBF, xxxBLaaa.DBF

Transaction numbers will be generated automatically based on the next

available number in the batch.
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The file will contain multiple records, each having a CR/LF at the end and an

“H” or “D” as the first character. Records with an “H” at the beginning are

header records, and subsequent records with a “D” at the beginning are the

detail lines for that header record.

The following pages describe the external file formats for each of the above

modules.

_Note In the tables on the following pages, the Field Len column shows the

maximum length of the field; any characters over the specified length will be

truncated. Fields in column position files must be the exact length specified,

whereas fields in semicolon or tab delimited files may be shorter.
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Order Entry File Format

The following tables show the requirements for the external file that is used to

import Order Entry transactions. The first table shows the file definitions for

the header record, and the second table shows the file definitions for the detail

records.

Table 5: Order Entry Header Record

Field Description Field

Length

Pos Data Type Req Maps To

Header Identifier 1 01 Char-Caps

Type = “H”

Yes Used to identify

Header Row

Shipping Customer 20 02 Char-Caps Yes OETHNUM

Shipping Address 35 22 Character No OETHADD1

Shipping Address 35 57 Character No OETHADD2

Shipping Address 35 92 Character No OETHADD3

Shipping Address 35 127 Character No OETHADD4

Cash/Check/CC/Chg

(0-Cash; 1-Check; 2-

CCard; 3-AR Charge)

1 162 Numeric Yes OETHPAY

Transaction Type

(0-Normal; 1-Hold; 2-

Quote; 3-Work Order)

1 163 Numeric Yes OETHTYPE

Invoice Number 15 164 Char-Caps Yes OETHINVNO

PO Number 20 179 Char-Caps No OETHPONUM

Ship Via Code 6 199 Char-Caps No OETHSHIP

Department Code 2 205 Char-Caps Yes OETHCODE

Salesperson Code 3 207 Char-Caps No OETHSPC

Sales Tax Code 2 210 Char-Caps No OETHTXCD

Terms Code 2 212 Char-Caps No OETHTERM

Discount Code 2 214 Char-Caps No OETHDSCD
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Check Number 15 216 Char-Caps No OETHCKNO

Check Authorization 20 231 Character No OETHCKAU

Check Account Number

20 251 Char-Caps No OETHCKAC

Check Routing Number

9 271 Char-Caps No OETHCKRN

Check Driver’s Lic No 15 280 Char-Caps No OETHLINO

Credit Card Code 4 295 Char-Caps No OETHCRCD

Credit Card Number 20 299 Char-Caps No OETHCRNO

Credit Card Authorization

15 319 Character No OETHCRAU

Expiration Date 5 334 Date No OETHCREX

CC Authorization

Flag (1=Yes, 0=No)

1 339 Numeric No OETHCRFL

Check/CC Processed

Flag

(1=Yes, 0=No)

1 340 Numeric No OETHCPROC

Credit Card Address 20 341 Character No OETHCRADDR

Credit Card Zip 9 361 Character No OETHCRZIP

Invoice Date 10 370 Date Yes¹ OETHIDATE

Order Date 10 380 Date No OETHODATE

Shipping Date 10 390 Date No OETHSDATE

User Defined Field 1 30 400 Character No OETHGUDF1

User Defined Field 2 30 430 Character No OETHGUDF2

User Defined Field 3 15(11.2) 460 Numeric No OETHGUDF3

User Defined Field 4 15(11.2) 475 Numeric No OETHGUDF4

User Defined Field 5 10 490 Date No OETHGUDF5

Printed Flag

(1=Yes, 0=No)

1 500 Numeric No OETHPTFLG

Table 5: Order Entry Header Record

Field Description Field

Length

Pos Data Type Req Maps To
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_Notes 1. If the Transaction Date is invalid, an error will be printed on the Import

Error Report. If the Transaction Date is blank, it will be imported as is.

2. The F.O.B field was a Character field in DOS; in Windows it is a Numeric

field.

3. The Batch Number field (OETHBNUM) will be populated with the batch

selected.

4. The following fields will be calculated after importing: OETHTOT,

OETHTXAM, OETHTAX, and OETHTOTSA.

5. A blank entry in the CC Authorization Flag, Check/CC Processed field, or

Check Printed? field, will be treated the same as a “0” (No).

6. If you have disallowed certain payment types to any of your customers,

you will still be able to import any payment type using the Universal

Bridge. The Allowable Payment Type function only operates in the

Order Entry Sales Entry window.

Shipping Phone 12 501 Character No OETHSPHN

Shipping Fax 12 513 Character No OETHSFAX

End of Record 02 525 Yes Nowhere/used as

record separator

Record Length is 526 characters

Table 5: Order Entry Header Record

Field Description Field

Length

Pos Data Type Req Maps To

Order Entry File Format

622 Cougar Mountain Software

Appendix A

Table 6: Order Entry Detail Record

Field Description Field

Length

Pos Data Type Req Maps To

Detail Identifier 1 01 Char-Caps

Type = “D”

Yes Used to identify Detail

Row

Line Type 2 02 Numeric Yes,

(1,2,3,

9,11,

12,13)

OETLLTYPE

Stock/Code 20 04 Char-Caps Yes1 OETLSTK

Stock Location 20 24 Char-Caps No OETLSTKLOC

Description 45 44 Character No OETLDES

Sales Dept Code 2 89 Char-Caps No OETLCOCD

Salesperson Code 3 91 Char-Caps No OETLSPCD

Sales Tax Code 2 94 Char-Caps No OETLTXCD

Comment Code 4 96 Char-Caps No OETLCC

Taxable

(1=Yes, 0=No)

1 100 Numeric Yes2 OETLTAX

Promotional Code 10 101 Char-Caps No OETLPROMO

Discount % 8 111 Numeric No OETLDIPC

Quantity Ordered 14(9.4) 119 Numeric No OETLOQTY

Quantity Shipped 14(9.4) 133 Numeric No OETLSQTY

Quantity Back Ord 14(9.4) 147 Numeric No OETLBQTY

Unit Price 14(9.4) 161 Numeric No OETLPRICE

Promotional Price 14(9.4) 175 Numeric No OETLPRI2

Serial Number 20 189 Char-Caps No OETLSER

User Defined 1 30 209 Character No OETLDUDF1

User Defined 2 30 239 Character No OETLDUDF2

User Defined 3 15(11.2) 269 Numeric No OETLDUDF3

User Defined 4 15(11.2) 284 Numeric No OETLDUDF4
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_Notes 1. For all transaction types except 2, 9, and 12, the Stock Code field requires

a valid stock number or Non-Inventory Code.

2. The Taxable field defaults to “N” if left blank. If these transactions are to

be taxed, the “Y” must be included and a valid Sales Tax Code must be

imported to the header record.

User Defined 5 10 299 Date No OETLDUDF5

Misc. Price 1 14(9.4) 309 Numeric No OETLMSCCHG

End of Record 2 323 Yes Nowhere/used as

record separator

Record Length is 324 characters

Table 6: Order Entry Detail Record

Field Description Field

Length

Pos Data Type Req Maps To

